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Objective:

1. Assess the status of floodplain management in the Basin.  

2. Recommend community and Basin-level efforts. 

3. Focus on flood loss prevention and reduction rather than 
protecting natural floodplain functions.
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4August 26, 2015 Aberdeen 2001 Comprehensive Plan, Appendix A

1. Introduction

→Major flood threats: Grays 
Harbor, tsunamis, Chehalis 
and Wishkah Rivers

→1990 – 2010:  flood 
insurance claims on 10 
different occasions not 
related to large rivers

→9,500 people in floodplain
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Sacramento River annual flow volume (millions of acre-feet)
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New: Flood Warning
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2. Floodplain Mapping
→Map data old (1970’s)
→Map and data inadequate for regs/insurance
→Map does not reflect South Bank Levee
→New DFIRM only updates coastal data
→Problems with elevation datums

Recommendations
→Regulate to the flood of record elevation

where > base flood elevation
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3. Floodplain Development
→Most of the floodplain is heavily 

developed (mostly before                                                                              
floodplain regulations)

→Only vacant area is on Wishkah 
(zoned residential)

Recommendation
→Use the comprehensive                                                                          

plan and zoning to 
keep open areas open
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4. Flood Hazard Area Regulations
→Aberdeen has basic, minimum standards
→Some conflicts with NFIP requirements
→Higher standards are recommended
→Freeboard example:

o NFIP standard: build to the base flood elevation (BFE)
o 2007 and 2009 floods were up to 2 feet over the BFE in some places
o More freeboard = lower insurance premiums
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4. Flood Hazard Area Regulations
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→ Aberdeen: 1 foot of freeboard for residences

Recommendations: technical corrections, higher standards
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5. Building Code
6. Other Development Management Tools

→Washington State Building Code
→Critical areas ordinance
→Shoreline management (being updated)
→Stormwater management (Western Washington Manual)

→All help floodplain management 
→May or may not be coordinated with 

flood hazard area regulations
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7. Regulations Administration
→Public Works and Community Development share responsibilities
→No staff has been to FEMA’s NFIP course
→No staff is a Certified Floodplain Manager
→FEMA Elevation Certificates not required
→No Building Code Effectiveness Grading Schedule (BCEGS)
Recommendations:
→ Improve training
→Formalize procedures 

and record keeping
→Get a BCEGS rating
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8. Flood Insurance
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8. Flood Insurance
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Recommendation: Tell people about the 
hazard and the benefits of flood insurance

6/30/2015:  844 $1,083,974                             230  $2,218,226
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9. Flood Hazard Mitigation
→2003 Hazard Mitigation and Preparedness Plan
→Recommendations

o Chehalis River dikes
o Higher regulatory standards
o Coordinate flood and                                                                         

other regulations 
o Improve drainage system
o Public awareness/education
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9. Flood Hazard Mitigation
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“Minus rated” property
10 in Aberdeen
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9. Flood Hazard Mitigation
Recommendations
→Work with the County’s update of its Hazard Mitigation Plan
→Continue to pursue a north bank levee
→Consider a formal drainage maintenance program

→New:  Pursue Basin Authority support for retrofitting elevated 
buildings without effective flood openings

→New:  Conduct a repetitive loss area analysis to identify 
appropriate flood protection measures

19August 26, 2015



Floodplain Management Assessment

10. Public Information Activities
→Lots of potential to get property owners to protect themselves
→Aberdeen has a website, newsletter, tsunami handouts

Recommendation

→ Inform citizens    
on how to protect 
themselves and 
their properties
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New: Flood Warning
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Biggert-Waters Flood Insurance Reform Act of 2012

“Subsidized”
Rate

$2,235/yr

$819/yr

“Full-risk”
Rate

$5,623/yr
$25,000+/yr

$2,235/yr
$2,235/yr
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11. Community Rating System
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Costs
→Staff time to document what’s being done
→Optional to improve or start new activities 

Benefits
→Direct dollar savings
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Each class = $64 per SFHA policy

Lewis County: Class 7
Chehalis: Class 6
Centralia: Class 5

Thurston County : Class 4

Aberdeen
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Costs
→Staff time to document what’s being done
→Optional to improve or start new activities 

Benefits
→Direct dollar savings
→Better organized programs
→New programs, especially public information 
→Reason to keep implementing good programs
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94 Credited Elements Reviewed
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Recommendation: Check it out
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28 Recommendations
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Overall Recommendations 
→ Regulate to the flood of record elevation
→ Use land use tools to guide development to safer areas
→ Use all the tools to prevent and reduce flood problems

(and keep flood insurance premiums down)
o Regulatory standards
o North and south bank levees
o Drainage improvements and maintenance
o Retrofitting existing buildings
o Public information

→ Maximize property owner involvement/self-help
→ Use the CRS to support these efforts
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Where to Start
1. Review area analysis and flood opening programs 
2. Review CRS credited activities 

a) Identify what’s creditable now
b) See what could be improved at low cost
 Ordinance revisions
 Formal procedures
 Public information activities 

c) Coordinate with updating mitigation plan
d) Coordinate with Grays Harbor County 

We can help
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