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Lake 
Roosevelt 
and Middle 
Tributaries 
(WRIA 58)

• USBR right
• May propose 

adjustment to surface 
water boundaries

• Ground water where it 
impairs Lake waters



What is an 
Adjudication?

• Superior Court prioritizes rights from 
oldest to newest

• Only way to identify all legal water 
users on a source

• Single process to consider all water 
use history and law

• Result = Final Court Decree
• Different jurisdictions:

• State Court (Ecology as plaintiff)
• Federal (U.S. vs. Washington et al)
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Possible Pathways
(Acquavella model)
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Federal Tribal

•Colville 
Confederated 
Tribes

•Spokane 
Tribe

•Treaty tribes

Federal Non-
Tribal

•USBR rights
•National 

Forest 
Service

•National 
Parks Service

Major 
Claimants

•Three CBIDs
•All within 

USBR rights

Minor 
Claimants 

•Lake 
Roosevelt 
Diversions 
(80-100)

•Tributary and 
Groundwater 
Users (800-
1000)
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Preparation Work (approximate)

• Data systems design
• Identify water users
• Federal discussions

2022 2023
• Court Preparation
• Petition filed in 

Superior Court
• Courts set initial 

deadlines

• Service of summons 
to water users

• Subbasin and 
pathway decisions
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• Budget proposal
• Finalize boundaries
• Outreach
• Court Preparation

2024
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