
Water Supply/Drought Declaration Update
Columbia River Policy Advisory Group
June 02, 2022

Jeff Marti, Water Resources Planner
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April 2022: 3rd coldest, 10th wettest since 1895



4Source: Brian Brettschneider
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Snow storage (acre-feet) by watershed (HUC8)
May 31, 2022 
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Declaration Date: July 14, 2021
Expiration Date: June 1, 2022

Mar – September 2021
4th driest since 1895; driest since 1939



Amendment and Extension of 2021 Declaration
• May 5, 2022: Executive Water Emergency Committee 

recommendation 
• Lift declaration for western Washington

• Downgrade most of eastern Washington to Drought Advisory status where 
there are longer term precipitation deficits.

• Sustain and extend declaration for five watersheds in eastern Washington 
where forecasted runoff falls below the statutory drought threshold.

• State area in declaration reduced from 96 percent to 9 percent of 
state

• New declaration takes effect June 1 and will terminate June 1, 2023, 
unless terminated earlier. 
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Amended Drought Areas (June 1, 2022)
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Precipitation anomalies
Over past two years Since beginning of water year
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Forecasted streamflow



Contrast in Storage Conditions
Yakima Project: 100 percent water 
supply projected

Okanogan Irrigation District: currently at 
44 percent of normal
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Shallow Groundwater Recovery:  Lincoln County
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Groundwater Recovery:  Columbia County
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Soil Moisture and Shallow Groundwater
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Comparison of Drought Advisory Area and 
US Drought Monitor
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This year

Last year
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