
History of the SSC Program
Emma Trewhitt

1



Mapping

Public Involvement

Controlling Runoff from New Development

Stormwater Planning

Structural Controls (Phase I)

Source Control

Illicit Discharges Detection & Elimination

Operations & Maintenance

Public Education & Outreach

Monitoring

Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) actions

The permits take a 
programmatic 

approach to control 
discharges from 

MS4s.

Stormwater 
Management 

Program (SWMP)

MS4 Permit Components



Ecology aims this program toward retrofitting 
existing developed areas; and promotes planning 
and prioritization of these projects to reduce 
impacts to watershed hydrology and pollutant 
discharges from MS4s. Qualifying projects 
reduce or prevent negative water quality impacts 
from MS4s, and stormwater impacts 
inadequately controlled by other Permit 
requirements.
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History!
Well, mostly…
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• Where we’ve been

• Where we are

• Where we’re going



History in One Slide

www.free-powerpoint-templates-design.com

2007
Defined Program 2013Planning and Reporting

2019
Current Program 2024What is to come1995First WA PHI Permits

Watershed based

First retrofit requirements

Required a planning process

Identified qualifying project types

Directed ECY to define a 
Level of effort

PCHB Ruling

Added reporting format

Introduced metrics for 
calculating benefit

Introduced SSC Point Multipliers

Defined LOE

Inform future requirements

SSC Science 
Synthesis Project

Changes to LOE?

Different benefit metrics?

Stay tuned…

Upcoming policy 
conversations

http://www.free-powerpoint-templates-design.com/


• First Permits issued
• PH I only
• Retrofits required
• No defined section
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1995



Changes between the 1995 and 2007 Permits

1995
No dedicated 

section

Watershed 
approach

2007Dedicated 
section

Qualifying 
project types

Annual 
reporting

Retrofit req.
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• PCHB ruling, issued August 7, 2008
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2008



Changes between the 2007 and 2013 Permits

2007 Unspecified 
reporting 

format

2013
New project 
types added

Appendix 11 
reporting 

format

Clarified 
definitions of 
project types

Retains all 
project types
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Unclear level 
of effort
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2013
• Allow for a comparison of WQ and hydrological benefits
• Quantify those benefits
• Provide basis for a defined level of effort



Leading up to 2019…
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Calculating the current LOE

• Appendix 11 submittals

• Stormwater Financial Assistance Program (SFAP)

• Preliminary draft feedback



Current Reporting
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Changes between the 2013 and 2019 Permits

2013

Reporting of 
WQ benefit, 

Hydro benefit
and incentive 

points

2019
Refined and 

clarified 
project types

Appendix 
modified

SSC Program 
Points

Retains all 
project types

High level of 
reporting
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SSC Science Synthesis Project
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• Completed June, 2021

• Three elements:
• Benefit Questions
• Application Questions
• Policy Discussions



PAC Composition
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• 6 PH I
• 1 WSDOT
• 1 PH I Port
• 5 PH II
• 2 NGO
• Ecology



• To discuss and provide recommendations to help 
inform the SSC requirements, specifically in terms 
of a a system for quantifying SSC requirements and 
the level of effort in Ecology’s Municipal Stormwater
Permit reissuance. The recommendations 
generated by PAC will be submitted to Ecology.
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SSC PAC



19

Emma.Trewhitt@ecy.wa.gov
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