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• Challenges and Issues Nations/Tribes 

Face in addressing Brownfields



US EPA Brownfield Grants

• Section 128(a) of CERCLA: Funding for 
State & Tribal Response Programs (TRP)

• Section 104(k) of CERCLA*: Competitive 
Grants for Brownfield Assessments, 
Cleanups and Job Training.

* as amended by the “Build Act” of 2018
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TRIBAL TAB TEAM
Tribal TAB Team: A team of professionals and 
experienced staff with knowledge of 128(a) Tribal 
Response Programs (TRPs) and Brownfields and 
related topics and issues.

A team of “Partners” with tribal back grounds 
and experience that understand brownfields issues 
in a tribal context.



Tribal Technical Assistance to Brownfields (TAB)

❖a National Program

❖Funded by EPA via a 
grant to Kansas State 
University 

❖Free to all Federally 
Recognized Tribes,

❖including Alaska tribes 
and their communities. 
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Tribal TAB in Alaska

In Partnership with: 
the Division of 
Community Health 
Services| Alaska 
Native Tribal Health 
Consortium

(ANTHC)



TAB Assistance & Training
to Nations/Tribes

➢Free assistance to the Tribal Response 
Program (TRP) brownfields efforts   
➢Coordinated through the tribal TRP-Brownfields 
coordinator or Environmental Program Manager. 

➢Requests for assistance accepted on a ‘first 
come’ basis
➢Depends on KSU TAB staff/funding availability

➢No application process, just contact us
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TAB Assistance & Training
to Nations/Tribes

➢ Training sessions at conferences 
• ITEP-TLEF and ATCEM/AFE

➢ Workshops & Roundtables

➢ RTOC meetings

➢ Local Tribal meetings

➢ One-on-One Mentoring

➢ Tribal Mentors
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TAB Assistance & Training
to Nations/Tribes: Topics

➢ Assist with the 4 TRP Elements and the 

Public Record

➢ Assist with Institutional Controls and other 

site controls and issues

➢ Tailored to specific tribal & community needs 

and cultural traditions
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TAB Assistance & Training May Include:

➢Establishing a new TRP-Brownfields Program 

➢Assisting with Enhancing a TRP-Brownfields Program 

➢Assisting with the TRP 4 Program Elements
• Help identifying and inventorying brownfields

• Ensuring Response Actions are conducted and Adequate

• Community outreach, input & workshops

• Verification and certification of Response Actions



TAB assistance may also Include:
➢ Reuse-redevelopment visioning & planning 

➢ Economic feasibility and sustainability 

analysis

➢ Help identify funding sources 

➢ Review of EPA 104(k) competitive 

brownfield grant applications
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TAB assistance may also Include:
❖ Help with contracting, finding and evaluating 

environmental consultants

❖ Review of site project plans, QAPPs and 

technical reports

❖ Fact sheets and information for public outreach

❖ Other assistance, as needed and agreed upon
13



Land Reuse & Redevelopment 
Visioning & Planning 
• Vision development

• Stakeholder 
coordination

• Eligibility for 
incentives

• Long-term 
Implementation

Visioning at Turtle Mtn.
Band of Chippewa Indians



The Power 
of a Picture in 
communicating 
a Vision



Reuse & Redevelopment
Planning

Engaging the Community
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On-line Tools and 
Education

KSU TAB Website

www.ksutab.org 

Provides many 
tools and resources



“BIT” 
(Brownfields Inventory Tool)

www.ksutab.org

Stores & Manages Site Data 
& Docs/Photos: 
❑ Site survey &  inventory info.

❑ Assessment & cleanup data 
and documents/reports

❑ Reuse & Redevelopment 

❑ Compliance & Enforcement

❑ Institutional Control Info.

❑ Reports to ACRES



19

TABEZ: EPA 104(k) Assessment
& Cleanup Grant Writing Tool

www.ksutab.org



NEW KSU E-TOOLS!

On-Line Forum: For tribal sharing and discussion of TRP
and Brownfields topics and issues  

TRP/BROWNFIELDS APP:  Smart Phone APP for 
field BIT data recording and pictures as 
well as BIT Data Base access.    



How to 
contact 
us?



TAB Assistance to Tribes: 
Contacts 

➢ the KSU TAB web site: www.ksutab.org

➢Email to KSU Tribal TAB Team Leaders:
❖ Mickey Hartnett, Co-Director,  envirofields@gmail.com OR

mickeyh@ksu.edu
❖ Scott Nightingale, Co-Director, scottnight@ksu.edu
❖ Blase Leven, KSU TAB Programs Coordinator,  baleven@ksu.edu

➢ Call us at: (605) 721-8088 or (785) 565-8198
➢ Access to BIT Database: Sheree Walsh (785) 532-6519

No application process, just contact us!

http://www.ksutab.org/
mailto:envirofields@gmail.com
mailto:mickeyh@ksu.edu
mailto:scottnight@ksu.edu
mailto:baleven@ksu.edu


Tribal Brownfields

Challenges and Issues Tribes Face in 
addressing Brownfields



Tribal Challenges & Issues
• Land ownership status & history

• Tribal Jurisdiction & Authority

• Land Use & Acquisitions - Due Diligence (AAI)

• Land Redevelopment & Reuse

• Responsible Parties?

• Resources (small env. programs)

• Funding
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