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Puget Sound Initiative 

Fidalgo and Padilla Bay

Cleanup Sites
Anacortes Port Log Yard
Cap Sante Marine
Custom Plywood
Dakota Creek Industries
March Point Landfill
MJB Properties
MJB South Hydrofill
Quiet Cove
Scott Paper Mill
Shell Tank Farm



Community Building

Trail Tales Sign ribbon cutting

Communication and respect…builds trust

Interested Tribes

Lummi
Samish Nation
Skagit Co-op
Suquamish
Swinomish
Upper Skagit
Tulalip



 Two tribes are main point of contact (proximity and interest)
 Padilla Bay – Swinomish
 Fidalgo Bay – Samish Nation

 Tribes receive significant updates

 Tribes given opportunity to review and discuss draft 
plans/reports prior to final draft for public comment

 Works really well for gathering cultural resource and habitat 
concerns as well as local expertise

Tribal Communication

*Establish communication process 
up front…

Fidalgo Bay Days  
Samish Nation



Custom Plywood Mill Site:

History of Operations

1913 - Late 1930’s:
Sawmill and box factory

Late 1930 ~ 1992:
Veneer and plywood plant

Largely destroyed in a 1992 fire.

Natural shoreline



 PLP received $155,000 Targeted Brownfields Assessment grant 
for remedial investigation.

 Ecology-led/Capital Funding Cleanup

 Tugboat removal (2008)

 Phase 1: Upland Cleanup (2011)

 Phase 2: Nearshore Cleanup (2013)

 Phase 3: Subtidal Cleanup (Tentatively 2019 ~ 2021) 

Site Details

 Dioxins, PCBs, cPAHs, heavy 
oils, metals, wood waste

 Extensive eelgrass beds 

~$16M

~$4.5M



 Removed 25,000 cubic yards of contaminated soil.

 Built new bioswale system for city’s old stormwater drainage.

Press Pits Area – Phase 1



Puget Sound InitiativePhase 1

8

Received letter of support from Samish Nation for JARPA 
permitting for phase 2 nearshore and part of wetland 
construction.

12,000 sqft of new estuarine 
wetland including vegetation 
berm habitat. 



Nearshore excavation: Phase 2 action

Phase 2

Nearshore - prior to Phase 2 action

 Eyes on the site when Ecology cannot be present.

 Incorporating additional BMPs into the final phase due to realtime

feedback and later follow up between the Samish Nation and 

Ecology.



Custom Plywood 

Mill Site

Photo taken by Jan Hersey, a 
member of the Friends of Skagit 
Beaches volunteer group. 

Phase 1 and 2 

complete

Taken during one of the 
many public events held at 
the Samish Nation RV Park 
center.

Samish Nation conducts 
regular beach seining



Phase 3: What we know

 Eelgrass is extremely 

important to the Samish 

Nation.

 There are concerns the 

eelgrass population is 

shrinking or heavily fluxing.

 The Samish Nation are 

working to assess eelgrass 

conditions within Fidalgo Bay.

 Even with the risk to 

eelgrass, completing the 

cleanup is of high 

importance.



 Resource sharing with Samish Nation-
Interagency Agreement to assist with 
eelgrass surveys, transplanting, and 
monitoring.

 Letter of Support from Samish Nation 
for JARPA permit submittal.

Phase 3 Plans


